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What is Open Education?

Open Education encompasses resources, tools and practices that are free of legal, financial and technical
barriers and can be fully used, shared and adapted in the digital environment. Open Education maximizes
the power of the Internet to make education more affordable, accessible and effective.

What are Open Educational Resources (OER)?
Open Educational Resources (OER) are teaching, learning, and research resources released under an open

license that permits their free use and repurposing by others. OER can be textbooks, full courses, lesson
plans, videos, tests, software, or any other tool, material, or technique that supports access to knowledge.
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How are OER Created?

OER publishing efforts mirror traditional publishing
process, including author compensation and peer
review, and release the output under an open

license.

OpenCourseWare are OER created by educators and
presented in course format which can include
course planning materials and instructional

materials.

Publicly-funded initiatives support the development
of OER and ensure that taxpayer-funded

educational resources are openly licensed.

Individual authors who receive support from their
institution or write on their own time can share

their work freely through OER repositories.

How are OER Used?

Students can access OERs online for zero cost,
download and keep a digital copy, and print or

purchase a low-cost hardcopy.

Educators can curate, tailor, and share OERs to
perfectly suit their curriculum, and share their

innovations freely.

Authors can disseminate their work to a
worldwide audience while still receiving

attribution.

Institutions can leverage OERs to reduce student

out-of-pocket costs.

Entrepreneurs can build businesses around OER

by offering value-added products.

How Can You Support Open Education?

SPARC supports the creation and adoption of OER to be used in teaching, along with collaborative new

approaches to learning, where knowledge is created and shaped openly, and promotes practices and policies
that advance this vision. You can help support OER by:

Increasing OER awareness and adoption. Students, professors, librarians, and administrators can help raise
awareness, increase discoverability, and advocate adoption of OERs whenever appropriate.

Supporting OER development. Institutions, foundations, authors, and researchers can support or
participate in frameworks for creating, vetting, and evaluating the efficacy of OER.

Advocating effective policies. Policymakers can fund programs that support OER creation and adoption,
ensure that publicly-funded educational resources are openly licensed, and remove policy barriers that
hinder OER.
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