April 9, 2015

The Honorable John Cornyn
517 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Cornyn,

On behalf of these 17 national and regional library, publishing, funding, research and advocacy
organizations, we write to thank you for introducing S. 779, the Fair Access to Science and
Technology Research (FASTR) Act. This bill provides an important mechanism to ensure that
manuscripts of peer-reviewed scientific articles reporting on research funded by the federal
government can be freely accessed and fully used by all American taxpayers — including
researchers, teachers, students, entrepreneurs, businesses and the public at-large.

Timely, barrier-free access to the results of federally funded research is an essential component
of our collective investment in science. The increased sharing and use of this information will
help to advance the pace of discovery, as well as to speed the translation of this knowledge into
innovative new services and products — fueling economic growth, and helping to create jobs.

The bill advances the progress made by the public access policy of the National Institutes of
Health (NIH), the first U.S. agency to require public access to taxpayer-funded research. Since
its implementation, the NIH policy has resulted in 3.2 million articles being made publicly
available. Demand for this information is extremely high, with more than 100,000 unique users
accessing material from this repository each day. Under FASTR, research results related to
issues of equally critical importance will be just as readily accessible to the public.

We thank you again for your leadership in introducing the FASTR Act and for your long-
standing commitment to the success of crucial public access policies. We look forward to
continuing to work with you to see that this important legislation is passed into law.
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